
 

Pardons in Pennsylvania: Helping Low-Income Philadelphians 

With Criminal Records Obtain A Fresh Start 
 

DATE: June 29, 2023 from 9:00am-10:30am via Zoom 
 
It’s been estimated that there are 100,000 low-income people living in Philadelphia who have 
turned their lives around since having been involved with the criminal justice system.  In some low-
income, high arrest, primarily minority neighborhoods, upwards of 60% of the adults are thought to 
have criminal records (arrests and convictions).  With 87% of employers and 80% of landlords 
checking those records as part of the application process, those records are used to deny jobs, 
housing, credit, education, and other opportunities for which they are qualified.  
 
PLSE is looking for more people to help low-income Philadelphians apply for a pardon and get 
the best chance they can for a hearing.  This 90 minute training will explain the pardon process 
and include an in-depth explanation of the Application for Clemency.   
 
At the end of the program, participants will be matched with a PLSE client who has been screened 
for eligibility in PLSE’s Pro Bono Pardon Project (see attached). The goal is to begin the pardon 
application during the first meeting, and to eventually submit a completed application on behalf of 
a PLSE client. The estimated pro bono hours for 1 pardon application is 10 hour pro bono hours.     
  
Faculty: Sarah Coyle, Staff Attorney at PLSE 
 
In preparation for this event, feel free to watch this short video People Change, Records Don't 
 
 

 



 


